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" Leys News wishes a Merry Christmas to all our readers * 
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Leys News Apologies... 


Leys News would like to apologise to 


Anniversary Anxiety 


local residents in Jack Argent Close, Kl ES ———— > It is now three years 

Leys News Ltd it is a not-for-profit business dedicated to Kingfisher Green and neighbouring [5e 3E z 2m 21] since nine-year-old Ross 
providing news and information to the whole community. streets for the prolonged sounding of our ME oss yA MEM MOF Doyle was knocked 
Leys News is not affiliated to any political party. alarm on Friday September 26th. The Ln, BORN ON fas Do ^F  .j down and killed on 
Leys News operates an equal opportunities policy and fault has now been fixed and processes RAL THIS sPOT ON 4 EK RE Pegasus Road. This 
encourages any resident to get involved in its work. put in place to prevent further problems. g EXPEY: yee) ; S . | horrific crime remains 
L2 ON ; s unsolved though many 

Contact: Pa. Aa: ~~ | believe that someone 
Leys News Limited Molly’ S big day > "d ES must have information 


a on the individuals 
involved. For the Doyle ze this is a painful time of year, and 
the sting remains of knowing that no one has been brought to 
justice. This tragic accident is still under investigation and a 
reward of £10,000 is on offer for information that leads directly 
to a conviction. Immunity from prosecution is also being offered 
to passengers of the car. 

If you have any information on this case please do call the 
confidential hotline on 266 257 or 266 276. 
Our deepest sympathies to the Doyle Family, our thoughts are 


26 Kingfisher Green, Blackbird Leys 
Oxford OX4 7BX 


Office phone/fax: 01865 711756 

Mobile: 07710 588349 

Email: leysnews@hotmail.com 

Ads and picture email: leysnews@graffiti.net 


Website: www.leysnews.co.uk 


Wh O 'S who ? with you at this difficult time. 
Board of Directors: Don't close your eyes to it 


Molly Florey - Chair, Penny Wood - Secretary, Elizabeth Following a surprise party for her birthday | In mid-October the pre-school in Moorbank suffered a terrible blow 
Naluwooza, Chuma Nwokolo, Remi Omokorende, Roy Molly Florey would like to express her | when vandals thrashed a children's playhouse. Parents had been 
Simmonds, Jasper Smith, Wendy Spray and Peter gratitude to those who organised the event. | fundraising for a year, but the playhouse windows were smashed 
Stevenson. "| would like to thank everyone who made | just hours after it arrived. In an appalling follow-up, the vandals 
my 70th birthday so perfect. Thank you for | returned a few days later to rip the doors off the hinges, urinate and 
all the wonderful messages, cards and | defecate on the carpet inside and then steal the tables and chairs. 


Editorial committee this issue: 
Molly Florey, Chuma Nwokolo, Roy Simmonds, Jo 


gifts.” Staff believe a group of children as young as ten could be 
Stannard, Sasha Vandamyde. Congratulations Molly from all at Leys | responsible for the damage. 
Editor: Etain O’Carroll News. The area is overlooked by a pub and surrounded by houses so 


it's difficult to believe that the incident went completely unnoticed. 


Admin and production support: Jo stannar If you do have any information on this attack please don't close 


Distribution co-ordinator: Gary Jones There will be no your eyes to it. We need to take responsibility for our children and 
; - Ili z have respect for community property. Don't let a small group start 
devel : Jul tt 

ame DeWeese e a Leys Bulletin to terrorise a neighbourhood - if you've seen anything or have 

Volunteers and contributors: Helen Bray, Al Cane, in January some information please call 08458 505 505. 

Robert Evans, Julian Dourado, Terry Kirkby, Stuart 

Mabbutt, Pamela Richards, Carmel Ryan, Roy Gta KF 

Simmonds, Malcolm Taylor, Becky Telford. Le S News 35 Neu Year, Neu rt, New G 

Cover photo courtesy of Malcolm Taylor. y i BC a On January 9th there will be an open day at 
Leys News - a company limited by guarantee No. 3591512 out in mid February. a 26 Kingfisher Green with taster sessions in 


computers, digital photography, desktop 
publishing, information on courses and 
activities, fun, food, games and more. 
There will also free IT training every 
Wednesday afternoon from 1-5pm at 
Kingfisher Green. Come along and see 
what you can do! 


Copy & ad deadline: 
Fri 16th January 


P. Leys News is 
looking for 


distributors on a Jenny Heads Home 


Jj variety of paper Blackbird Leys is very sad to say 
rounds. goodbye to long-standing member of the 
If you'd like to join our team for | community Jenny Clamp who recently 


returned to her native Manchester. 
a at once Ed ne Jenny, former chair of Blackbird Leys 
months call us on : Neighbourhood Tenants Forum and 


determined representative of the 
Blackbird Leys Tower Blocks 
Association, has done a lot of work on 
behalf of tenants right across Oxford. 
Recognised for her determination and 


Oxfordshire as you've never seen it Bw" 


Go to the famous ashmolean museum, look out across Magdalen bridg 
visit famous colleges, take a look inside picturesque hotels and scenic 
views across the county without even leaving your seat! 


Using this unique virtual tour encompassing iPix 360-degree technolpgy, 
you can see where you would like to visit, eat or stay before you arfive. 


Plan a family outing to some of the counties top attractions or find the 
hotel of your dreams, see the rooms, restaurants and grounds inf 
their glory before you par! with a penny! 

Log on now to WWW. thisisoxfordshire.co.uk 


An effortless way to avoid disappointment 


Leys News drop-in 
Digital photography, Image 
manipulation, Desktop 


More and more Oxfordshire businesses are discovering the marketing publishing, Editorial training dedication to improving tenants’ rights and conditions she 
power of interactive tours on Oxfordshire 360. To find oulfow your s ked al ide the late Stan Berridge t i behalf 
, , Every Friday from 10.30-12.30. worked alongside the late Stan Berridge to campaign on beha 
c rei E ele ics sd : of vulnerable, elderly and disabled tenants. 'If you ever needed 
(No drop in December 26th or anything, you knew Jenny would be there for you, commented 

January 2nd) Cllr. Molly Florey. 'People just knew they could rely on her.' 


Jenny's presence will be sorely missed on the estate. Leys 
News would like to take this opportunity to thank Jenny for all 
her hard work over the years, on the estate and with the paper 


Leys News Ltd. acknowledges 
financial assistance from: 


Oxford City Council and wish her all the best for the future. 
Ealing Family Housing Association 
Oxford Citizens Housing Association On October 31 a memorial stone BREE 
and support in kind from: to the late Stan Berridge was |g) IN MEMORY OF 
Newsquest (Oxfordshire) Ltd. unveiled in the green in front of PESE y WB 3) 2953 3 OPI 2 
and Business Boffins Ltd. the Top Shops. Stan, who died TEMA COR 9) 42») 
in September last year, was iens ON 

wl B pos chairman of the Blackbird Leys [| 1924 aaa 
Fang Fay D m ten Tenants’ Forum and a tireless [ix 

coun worker on behalf of residents. 
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Toddle Waddle raises over £1,200 for Meningitis 


About 70 adults and children took part in 
a ‘toddle waddle’ at Kassam Stadium on 
October 14th. The children, from Windale 
Nursery School and Shepherds Hill Pre- 
school, their parents (or helpers/relatives) 
walked several laps of the pitch, met Ollie 
the Ox, and had drinks sitting in the 
stands. Some of the children were a bit 
disappointed that they couldn't play 
football though! 

The children had special toddle waddle 
hats and carried yellow balloons. "They 
were preparing hats all day," commented 
Janet Dunkley, the Windale nursery 


County Council 
Creche Closures 


Leys News has had a number of 
callers complaining about the closure 
of council créches on the estate. The 
problem seems to have been the 
limited number of people taking up 
the service. 

"At our two leisure centres, only 16 
parents made regular bookings for the 
créche service, "commented Cllr Peter 
Johnson, Executive Board Member - 
Parks and Leisure. "This meant that 
during the year only 2796 of places had 
been taken at Blackbird Leys." 

Falling demand, coupled with a budget 
cut implemented in 2001/2 by the 
previous administration, just meant the 
service was no longer viable with a 
single créche booking costing £34 to 
provide. 

"The decision to close the centres was 
not an easy one and was only taken 
after all other options were investigated," 
continued Cllr Johnson. "We do 
recognise that some parents have been 
affected by the withdrawal of the service. 
But it is simply not possible to provide an 


teacher. "They were quite excited about it 
and there was lots of support from 
parents, which was brilliant." 

This was the first time there had been 
a toddle waddle in the area and the event 
joined together the nursery and the pre - 
school in raising funds for the Meningitis 
Trust. Some parents had experienced 
Meningitis first hand. 

The event raised a grand total of 
£1,226. "I'm really pleased, | couldn't 
believe it," said Lisa Peden, a learning 
support assistant at Windale School, who 
organised the event. 


effective service without placing an 
unreasonable burden on taxpayers." 

Officers have been asked to prepare a 
report on crèche services available in 
the area of Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre to see whether it may be possible 
to recommend alternative arrangements 
to parents. Options will be presented to 
the Area Committee when this 
investigation is complete. 


Peep Groups on the Leys 
Peep is for families with children of birth 
to school age. Groups happen every 
week during term time at local venues 
including Holy Family Church Hall (Mon 
9.45-10.45am & Thurs 10-11am), BBL 
Health Centre (Tues 9.30-10.30am & 
11.15-12.15am), The Dovecote (Tues & 
Thurs 1.30-2.30pm), The Clockhouse 
(Thur 10-11am) and Cuddesdon Corner 
Family Centre (Wed 9.30-10.30am & Sat 
10-12). Peep groups are all about 
spending time together, sharing books, 
making new friends and having lots of 
fun! If you're interested in joining a 
PEEP group or would just like to visit 
with your child please phone Janet 
Cross at the PEEP Centre on 395 145. 


Leys rou Programme 


The Leys Youth Programme (LYP) is a charity 
based on Greater Leys which seeks to work 
with young people living on Blackbird Leys 
and Greater Leys. It runs mentoring groups, 
football clubs, street dance clubs and a 
Saturday morning Kidz Klub. 

During the Autumn the charity raised 
sufficent funds for two new younth workers to 
be able to start work on the estates. Matt 
Gamble lives on Greater Leys and has 


worked with young people as a volunteer for a number of years including being a 
football referee when aged 14. Katie Mallett began dancing at the age of three and has 
run both dance and aerobics clubs. She lives on Blackbird Leys. 

They are now responsible for leading the various projects which form the programme 
including Friday evening youth football and street dance clubs on a Wednesday and 
Thursday. The Street Dance Club is a new project sponsored by the Oxford Citizens 
Housing Association. All of the activities of LYP are open to any young person living on 
the Leys - please feel free to phone 714 153 or text 07966 455 069 for details. 


Trax go-cart project 


A highly successful Trax go-cart scheme 
came to a glorious end at the Sandy Lane 
Stadium in October when a group of 
young people raced the machines they 
had worked on. 

The Trax project was initially introduced 
by the street wardens in Rose Hill and 
Littlemore during the early summer of 
2003. When questioned, the young 
people of the area were asked what would 
they like to do in their spare time, given 
the opportunity? Overwhelmingly they 
suggested motor cycles, go-carts, quad 
bikes and other mechanically related 
hobbies. 

The street wardens found that the TRAX 
organisation in Oxford's Osney Mead 
were able to offer a six week session 
working with Go-carts. Youths from the 
Leys were invited to attend and nine were 
selected between the ages of 13 and 16. 
They attended two-hour sessions one day 
a week during September and October. 


The youths agreed to discuss personal, 
social and local issues during the first 
hour of each session and dismantle, fix 
and assemble the Go-carts supplied by 
TRAX during the second hour. The final 
week of the six-week project was to 
attend a race meeting at the Stadium 
Sandy Lane where the youths could race 
the machines they had worked on. 

The project costs were met with the 
generous assistance of Brian at Ealing 
Housing Association who organised free 
use of space at the Barn in Greater Leys 
for the sessions; Brian Lester and the 
Parish Council committee who provided a 
great proportion of the race night fees; the 
Lord Mayor of Oxford, Councillor Pat 
Stannard, a local resident himself, who 
very kindly offered to be involved in the 
scheme; and Oxford City Council who 
agreed for the Street Wardens to use their 
time to develop the project. 


New Children’s ‘facilities for Blackbird Leys 


Over £1/3 million is being sought to 
improve children's and family services 
on the Leys and develop stronger links 
between existing facilities. If successful, 
the project will pay for extra staff to work 
with children under five and their 
families. 

Consultations with parents and local 
organisations over the summer 
highlighted several areas in need of 
improvement. Parents asked for more 
affordable childcare, more holiday play 
and childcare schemes and accessible 
adult education and training 
opportunities with childcare alongside. 
Local services drew attention to the 
need for more joint working and the need 


for earlier involvement in supporting 
vulnerable children and families. 

It's hoped that extra funding will be 
available for more family support, 
childcare and child minding; speech and 
language therapy; support for children 
with special needs; a family room with 
wraparound care at Pegasus School; 
and an extension to services at 
Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre to 
allow parents a better chance to take up 
training or work. 

The project hopes to begin in April 
2004. For more information contact 
Chris Sewell, Family and Community 
Support Manager on 810 517. 


Community Champions 


Are you an enthusiastic individual, committed to helping members of your 
community, with an idea that could really make a difference? Do you need 
some financial help to get your idea off the ground? 

The Oxfordshire Council for Voluntary Action is administering grants of up to 
£2,000 for local community-based projects, on behalf of the Government Office 
South East (GOSE). This is a government fund aimed at helping individuals who are 
already active in their communities to put their ideas and projects into action. 
Community projects which have previously successfully received funding include 
children's' playschemes and youth groups, musical workshops, home-based 


childcare and exercise classes. 


To request an application form or for a chat about your idea, please call Katherine 


at the OCVA on 01865 251 946. 
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www.blackbirdleys.com 
goes online 


(: 3) 


The brains behind the community website which was launched on October 9th. The 
site includes comments, local events, a forum, games, information, map, music, a 
notice board and photos of local events. The website also offers local people an 
area on the site where they can have a web presence. 


e Word Processing for beginners 
starts Wed Jan 14th 7-9pm (8 weeks) 
e Computers for the Terrified 


January courses at the Blitz hub: 
€ Computer Maintenance (take your 
computer apart and build it up again) t 
starts Sat 10th Jan 1.30pm (6 weeks) starts Fri 16th Jan 9.30am = 12noon 

€ Internet and email for beginners e Intermediate web design 

starts Mon Jan 12th January 6-8pm (6 weeks) starts Thur Jan 15th 6-8pm (6 weeks) 

€ Bea computer artist using Photoshop, All courses are free and NICAS accredited. 


starts Tues Jan 13th 6-8pm (6 weeks) Childcare expenses can be refunded. 


On Jan. 20th (10am-4pm) there will be a 
drop in session in the Leys Linx Centre and 
BLITZ IT Hub to create a whole new CV or 
plan your layout using IT facilities. Careers 
advice, adult learning and IT help will be on 
hand at both sessions. 

For further information about either of 
these sessions please call Sasha on 
714 492 or Moira on 776 334. 


The IT hub will be resuming youth 
sessions on Friday evenings from 5-8pm 
from Jan 9th. These sessions are free and 
supported by local youth workers. 

Want to create a new professional CV 
that will get you the job you want? On 
Jan.16th (9.30am-12.30) there will be a 
taster session at the ABLE centre in the 
library to work on content and how best to 
describe your skills. 


Blackbird Leys Information Technology Zone 


18 computer centres across Blackbird Leys 
Free use of computers and the internet 


Checkouts hiesiniewewielbisite 


wiwiwesbillatcikibilrdillety/sitcroim 


emails 
internet l 
computer courses 
games,scanning 
video making 
digital photography 
driving theory 
arts software 
word processing 
family history 
web design 


All levels of ability welcome 


Tel: 01865 714492 


Experienced staff and volunteers on hand to help those 
who have not used a computer before 
> ta, OXFORDSHIRE 
Gy ontine (3n. COUNT Counc 
‘as 


www.oxfordshire gov.uk 


= 
d 
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New Opportunities Fund 


LOTTERY FUNDED 


Community Conference 


The first Blackbird Leys Community Conference was held at the CMS Bar 
in the Community Centre on November 1st. The conference was well 
attended by residents and workers in this area and sought to initiate a 
plan for the future of Blackbird Leys. 


During the course of the day, 
workshops and activities focused on 
the future of the Leys and how things 
will change once the SRB (Leys Linx) 
funding runs out next spring. Plenty 
of useful suggestions were made 
about issues from youth and crime to 
parks and raising the community 
spirit. One strong sentiment that 
arose was that most residents are 
tired of continuous consultation and 
would like to see something concrete 
happen to bring the community 
forward. 


"The Leys should 
be a place for 
setting precedents 
not just patching 
things over." 


Some results of a recent survey undertaken by the 
Community Learning Project showed that people 
are concerned over the increase in crime in 
general, with drug use and vandalism causing 
particular concern. However, the introduction of 
the street wardens has been seen as a positive 
move, as is the decrease in joy riding and drinking 
g at the Top Shops. 


a d Z} J| “We need Most people felt 
[ ongoing that facilities and 
rovision of things to do for 
Tm ; children had 
acilities like worsened in the 
the Advice last five years 
Centre. and that bus 


services, traffic 
(particularly around Windale School) 
and housing were issues that needed 
to be addressed. 


"Offer 
discounts to 
local 
residents so 
they can get 
reduced entry | 
to the leisure 
centre." 


There was a 
general push for 
the creation of a 
body to oversee 
the future of the 
Leys, whether that 
be a new 
organisation or a 
development of 
the CDI is still to 
be discussed. Many services on the 
Leys and the positions of their workers 
also face a very uncertain future next 
year. There is a need for an immediate 
action plan to be put in place so that 
these issues can all be addressed. 


“A Blackbird Leys choir 
would increase community 
spirit." 


The day was a good start 
towards this goal but much work 
j needs to be done before any of 
this can become a reality. Your 
support and input is desperately 
needed. This is your opportunity 
to make a difference to the future 
of the Leys. 


"Improve race relations 
and encourage the 

multi-ethnic diversity of 
estate residents." 


There will be another public meeting 
held to try and bring forward the 
issues concerned and attempt to 
create a strategy for how they 
should be addressed. If you would 
like more information call Jim on 
718 503. 


Peat l =a 
ur 


“We need some big 
event to give BBLa 
positive reputation 
across the city.” 
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Local Recording Studio 


By Becky Telford 


Blackbird Leys Youth & Community Centre is becoming home to another 
exciting initiative - a full recording studio. 


The owners of SoundWorks 
studio, David Norland and Nat 
Duke, who were involved with the 
music element of the last two 
years' CDI Summer Project, are 
moving their studio up to the Leys. 
SoundWorks is working in 
partnership with the Community 
Centre to have a permanent 
facility which can be used by local 
people. "There was so much 
enthusiasm and talent shown | x 
during the CDI projects that | E 
expect the studio to be really well 


used," said David, who lives on 
Blackbird Leys. 

"We hope to establish projects which 
will train people in the whole spectrum of 
making music, and we'll also be providing 
somewhere local people can record 
music in a professional setting." 


Soundworks are in the process of 
converting the old bar cellar at the 
Community Centre into a recording studio 
and rehearsal space, which is expected to 
be open in the new year. "This is going to 
be the best recording studio in Oxford," 
said Nat. 


Are you a 


There are many carers who do not 
recognise themselves as such. A carer is 
an unpaid worker who cares for 
relatives, friends or neighbours who 
have disabilities, or are sick or elderly. 
Carers and the people they look after, 
may be children or adults of all ages and 
from all backgrounds. 

It is doubtful if anyone is unaffected by 
the question of caring. At birth and 
during our childhood we expect to be 
cared for by our parents. For some 
parents this may be complex and 
demanding and for some it is a 
responsibility which does not lessen as 
the child gets older. 

As adults we may be injured through an 
accident and as a result need someone 
to care for us. As we reach old age we 


carer? 


By Pamela Richards 


may become enfeebled physically or 
mentally. Looking after an elderly parent 
may force a son or daughter to give up 
work or take a less demanding job, 
which usually means a reduced income. 
Children may miss school because they 
are looking after handicapped parents. 
The problem of care is all around us 
and none of us knows when we might be 
the one needing the care or taking 
responsibility for another. No matter how 
much we love the person for whom we 
are caring there is a cost to ourselves. 
With the best will in the world there are 
bound to be times of conflicting interest 
and the carer can feel resentful and then 
be consumed with overwhelming guilt. 
Sometimes it is just a matter of being 
totally exhausted. Imagine being 
widowed, over 65 with a 


EMBS is an equal opportunities training 
organisation. Our courses are open to 
everybody regardless of race, creed, 
colour, disability, gender or age. 


Service 


FREE Courses 


(Open to all) 


Business Counselling 


4 day Business Start-Up skills 


English - ESOL 
Basic Skills - Literacy 


Computer Training - beginners, 


intermediate, and advanced 
Computer Troubleshooting 
Créche Work 


Basic Book-keeping (evening) 
Desktop Publishing (evening) 


ICT (evening) 


LearnDirect - a range of flexible all 
courses in computing, personal 
development and business skills 


To apply contact EMBS on 01865 794431 


potentially life threatening 
disability and yet at the 
beck and call of your very 
enfeebled mother for 24 
hours a day. Or maybe 
facing your last years and 
wondering who is going to 
look after your severely 
handicapped child when 
you are gone. 

There are around 60,000 
recognised carers in 
Oxfordshire, about 3% of 
them are children and 15% 
are over 75. If you are a 
carer, don't hide yourself 
away, there is help 
available and the Carers' 
centres and Oxfordshire 
Carers' Forum are there to 
guide you to it. 
Membership of the Forum 
is free because we believe 
carers, whether 
members or not, are 
important and should 
themselves be cared for. 

For more information 


Admin Office: 

3 Collins Street, Oxford, 

OX4 1XS fax: 727015 
email:srinivsans@btconnect.com 


Supported by Jobcentre 
Plus, European Social 
Fund, Learn Direct, 
Abingdon and Witney 
College. 


contact carers@ 
oxoncarersforum.org.uk or 
call 01993 706 543. 


Readers’ Letters 


Please keep letters below 250 words and send them to Leys News, 
26 Kingfisher Green, Blackbird Leys, OX4 7BX 


New Health Resource Centre for Blackbird Leys 


MI E M E e n 
FEET ERR TTT ET ET TE 


i: 


An artist's impression of what the new health centre might look like. 


Dear Leys News, 

In the update in the last Leys News it 
said that the Blackbird Leys community 
wil have lots of opportunities to 
comment on the design of the buildings 
but what about the services which are 
far more important? 

Has anyone asked the Blackbird Leys 
community what services they would 
like? Not so far. The new building will 
house a "GP practice, a pharmacy, the 
community nursing team and dental 
services. There will also be a children's 
nursery" Do we need all of these 
services under one roof or is part of the 
reason for convenience for the 
professionals? 

We have the old Health Centre 
building, yet the update says "If it is 
possible to retain it for health or 
community purposes, we will certainly 
be strongly considering that option". It 
can be difficult enough for Greater Leys 
residents to go all the way to the 
Blackbird Leys Health Centre, now the 
proposal is for Blackbird Leys residents 
to come all the way to Greater Leys, 
which does not make any sense. 

The update also says "However, any 
other services which might be offered 
have not yet been agreed." Why not be 
truly visionary and offer an integrated 
health centre where people can get 


complementary therapies on 
prescription. This means that 
complementary therapists, practice 


nurses, staff and GPs work together to 
deliver a holistic integrated healthcare 
service. Newlyn in West Cornwall is at 
the cutting edge of innovation and 
support and received funding from the 


Neighbourhood Renewal Fund to offer a 
2 year pilot project. It shows 
partnership working to the full, in 
recognition of patient's needs. 

The World Health Organisation 
intends to integrate traditional medicine 
into national health systems globally 
and its strategy was launched in January 


2002. Prince Charles champions 
Complementary Alternative Medicine 
(CAM) and has advocated the 


integration of CAM into the NHS since 
2000. He even has his own foundation 
which he donates £500,000 to each year 
to implement a national strategy for 
research. He first turned to CAM when 
his persistent back problems failed to be 
treated by conventional medicine. 

It must be remembered that 25% of 
modern medicines are descended from 
plants first used in traditional medicine. 
What is not generally recognised is that 
CAM can be used, and is being used in 


conjunction with conventional 
medicine. CAM is widely used in 
developed countries: 70% of the 


populationuse it in Canada, 48% in 
Australia, 42% in USA and 38% in 
France. 

Glastonbury Health Centre set up a 
model of a fully integrated NHS 
primary care service between 1994 and 
1997 that could be replicated by other 
NHS practices so why isn't it being done 
everywhere? 

So please let's consider giving people 
a real choice with wider benefits when 
there is so much emphasis now on 
consultation and involvement in the 
NHS! 

Sue Sormaz, Greater Leys resident 


The Primary Care Trust are interested in hearing yoru opinions on this issue. 
You can forward comments to them directly by emailing lift@oxfordcity- 
pct.nhs.uk. Or tell Leys News what you think. 

Did you know you can attend the public meetings of the Primary Care Trust? The 
next meeting is on January 29th at the PCT's Richards Building, Old Road, 


Headington. Tel 226 955 for details. 


Christmas Storytime at the Library 
Debbie Walker, Library Manager. 
A Christmas storytime and activity session will be held on 


Monday 22nd December, from 10.30-11.30pm, for the under 
10's. Free tickets are available from the Library. 


Have you visited Blackbird Leys Library recently? Did you 
know it's free to join and you can borrow up to 10 books and 
5 audio visual items (books on cassette - 50p, videos, DVDs, 
and language packs - £1) in each area of stock we hold. We 
also have fast free internet access and word packages 
available on all terminals. Printing costs just 10p per A4 
sheet. 

Christmas Closing: The Library will close at 12.00noon on Wednesday 24th 
December, until 9.30am Saturday 2nd January 2004. 
May we take this opportunity to wish all our readers a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 


World Food Day 


The 16th October was World 
Food Day, when people think 
about food poverty and what 
people eat in different parts of 
the world. The Healthy Living 
Project recognised the day in the 
Leys by linking with Black 
History Month to organise an 
afternoon of food tasting. 
Around 50 people came along | 
to the CMS bar at Blackbird Leys | 
Youth and Community Centre to 
try a selection of tasty Caribbean 
and Kenyan dishes. The cooks 
generously volunteered their 
time and all mucked in together 


in the newly refurbished community centre kitchen. 


Kenyan dishes - 


including ugali, beef stew and spring greens - were provided by a 


new local group, Safari Catering, who can be contacted on 07786 872 742. The 
Caribbean specialities on offer included dumpling, chicken wings and rice & peas, and 
were prepared by Kenneth, the chef at the CMS bar in the community centre (tel. 


777162). 


Contact the Healthy Living Project on 715 577. Becky Willis, Project Co-ordinator, can 
also be contacted on 0790 989 3927, email: becky@eastoxford-healthyliving.org.uk 
and Kate Dunsdon, Kitchen Co-ordinator, on 0790 989 3907. 


by Stuart Mabbutt 


The organic gardener can't readily rely on 
the multitude of contemporary chemicals 


incidentally, is also 
ideal for growing 


which line the garden centre shelves to 
fight the pests and diseases that are fast 
becoming immune to them. 

The organic gardener uses his or her 
initiative and tries more natural products 
and techniques, which admittedly aren't 
as effective as the more standard 
chemicals. However, if problems are 
prevented from getting a real hold, you 
can still adequately fight the pests that 
perennially seem to be there. 

Pests and 
diseases 
come in all 
forms, both 
above and 
below ground. 
But | will 
focus on a few of the more common foes 
that you are likely to meet, and given a 
brief overview of how to rule supreme 
over them. 

Ants are common and can steel seed 
and disturb the soil around the roots of 
plants. A solution is to lightly dust along 
the ant runs with a product containing low 
amounts of pyrethrum. Better still, try hot 
water containing lots of washing up liquid. 
But be careful not to get any on the plants, 
it's the soil you need to focus on here. 

Cutworms are menacing brown 
caterpillars which live underground, only 
emerging at night when they quickly 
decimate young seedlings by munching 
them off at ground level. August is the 
worst month for this pest; an effective 
method of control is to hoe the infected 
area, and remove any of the caterpillars 
that you may stumble across. 

Wireworm are predominantly found on 
freshly disturbed grassland, which, 


potatoes. V A 

Unfortunately, the att isa favourite 
delicacy of the wireworm, but they can 
also attack chrysanthemums and other 
root crops. It is best to avoid overly 
infested land for three years before 
planting a crop of potatoes. Grubs can be 
removed when you are digging and can 
be recognised as they are long and shiny 
yellow in colour. 

Cats and dogs can also be a problem, 
and protection isn't easy. Apart from a lot 
of arm waving and hissing, you could try 
using prickly plants here and there, and a 
dusting of pepper dust in the commonly 
disturbed areas may also help deter them. 

Black Spot is a well-known rose 
disease. To combat this, rake up fallen 
leaves in winter, or the disease will spread 
from them again, back up the stems to 
reinfect the plant in spring. A thick layer of 
mulch around the plant will also act as a 
barrier between the disease in the soil 
and the plant itself. As a last resort try 
spraying with Sulphur just as the buds are 
forming. Again when the leaves are just 
opening, and then again later in the 
summer. 

Organic gardening 

seems to be 

increasingly the way 

forward, but 

remember that this 

method of working 

with nature will protect 

your plants but won't cure them, as these 
methods have less power than modern 
chemicals. Don't let that put you off; the 
benefits are visible in the improved colour, 


taste, smells and 
sounds in the Images courtesy of barrysclipart.com 


For big and small gardening jobs, to put your garden to bed for the winter, 


garden furniture restoration and pressure washing for paving. Contact: 


Stuart Mabbutt Ph: 747 243 


PATHWAY WORKSHOP 


Reg Charity No 1014416 
Providing paid employment for adults with disabilities 


PRODUCTS MADE FROM SELECTED RECLAIMED TIMBER 


BIRD TABLES 
HEDGEHOG HOUSES 
BIRD NEST BOXES 
COMPOST BINS 
PARK BENCHES 
PICNIC BENCHES 
TRELLIS ARCHES 


Templars Square 


Monday 8th 
December 


CS PY OY CY OY OY 


Sunday 21st 
December 


FREE DELIVERY 
OVER £50 
20 mile radius 
of the workshop 


5% Discount for 
Bonanza members 
on production of their 
lucky number card 


Pathway Workshop would like to wish all Leys News 
readers a Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 


Visitors welcome at our workshop 
(off Windale Avenue), Blackbird Leys, Oxford 
Tel: 01865 714111 (for brochure and price list) 


lackhird Bonanza 


The Blackbird Bonanza raffle 
will take place on Friday 19th December 
at Pathway Workshop at 2.15 pm 


All members are welcome to attend. The normal weekly draw will 
take place at 2 pm for this Friday only. 


This is a free raffle for all members who purchase weekly tickets in 
December. However, this year we have decided to open the raffle 
to all, at a cost of only 50p per ticket. The only rule that applies is 
that a member of the household must be a Bonanza member. 


By entering the raffle you could win some fantastic prizes, free 
meals, a trip to London, free entry to Coral Reef or beauty 
vouchers, just to name a few. Please see your local collector or call 
into Pathway Workshop to purchase your tickets. 


Please remember, that the last draw is Friday 19th December, 
and the next draw is not until Friday 9th January 2004. 
The collectors will be receiving a well earned two-week break over 
Christmas and New Year. 


The Co-ordinator and collectors of the Blackbird Bonanza would 
like to wish their members and readers of the Leys News 


A Merry Christmas 
and prosperous New Year 


Pathway Workshop, Dunnock Way, Blackbird Leys, Oxford OX4 7EX 
(Next To The Spar shop) 
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Looking and feeling good this Christmas? In need of a few healthy New Year’s Resolutions? 
Here’s a few tips to get you safely though the festive season. 


* * E 
m * 


i Ease into exercise 


By Victoria Gilholm (Rosemary Conley Diet & Fitness Clubs - South Oxfordshire) 


Did you know 


artificial trees will 


last for six years in 


your home, but for 


Worried you won't even fit into your tracksuit (what tracksuit?) let alone make it down to the 


. . . 2 
centuries in a landfillé gym? Here's an easy way to ease into some exercise in preparation for that Christmas binge. 


everyday? 
To gain health benefits from exercise we should be doing about 30 minutes of 'continuous moderate exercise' on five or six 
days of the week. Moderate activity is anything that makes our breathing slightly harder than normal and makes us slightly 

warmer (but not perspiring). We can even make up this 30 minutes in 10 to 15 minute chunks if necessary - so no excuses! | 


„Piling On the pounds? 


-< x “Christmas is traditionally a time for indulging in all your favourite 
foods and forgetting about your waistline. By January though, we're all 
T thinking about getting back on track and eating properly. Here's a short 
quiz to see what you know about healthy eating. 


1. What are the five main food groups? 
2. HOW many portions of fruit and vegetables are you recommended to eat 


3. Can dried and tinned fruit Count? 
4. Hou many Strawberries are needed to make up one portion of fruit? 
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By Becky Telford 


The biggest selling 
Christmas single of all 
time is Bing Crosby's 

White Christmas. 


A total of three hours of activity may seem like a lot, but when you consider all the different things you could do, it makes 
it much less daunting. You could of course go to the gym and sweat it out if you like or perhaps you'd rather jump around 
in your own home and do an exercise video. There are also a wide variety of classes in leisure centres, | 
church halls and schools. How about Body-Pump (lifting light weights to music), Salsa (hip wiggling) or 

Yoga (ranging from fast paced moves to simple stretches)? 
If that's not your cup of tea, then how about walking, cycling, swimming or jogging? If you can 
incorporate these into your daily routine, for example, by walking with the children to school or 


5. Are potatoes Classed as a portion of fruit and vegetables? 
6. HOW much Orange juice do you need for one portion? 

7. HOW many times Can you count a glass of Orange juice as a 
portion? 

8. HOW many Okra are needed to make up one portion of fruit 


ne draws a name 
s a present only for 
et a limit on the cost 
our shopping early and 
minute rush on Christmas 


parties. Think about what you're doing 
and you'll avoid the bulging waistlines 
and furious headaches. After that big 
dinner on Christmas Day get everyone out 
for a walk and you'll all feel better. 

Finally, stress, anxiety and depression 
are common during Christmas. It's quite 
normal to feel that way, there's so much 
expectation for the holiday period that it's 
easy to feel like things aren't as wonderful 
as they should be. Don't expect too much. 
If family members don't get along, don't 
expect a miracle on Christmas day. Avoid 
touchy subjects and try to turn the 
conversation round if things start to get 
edgy. Or just walk away and breath 
deeply. 


cycling to work, then you'll soon build up a few hours. If you go alone - remember to tell someone your 
route and what time you expect to be back. The more adventurous of you may prefer hill climbing, 
mountain biking or horse riding. Em 

If you need some company and added motivation, get yourself an exercise buddy. If you've arranged 
to meet someone to work out with you'll be more inclined to do it, and chatting makes the time fly by! 
If you like a little competition then what about team sports? You don't have to hang up your PE 
kit as soon as you leave school. Most local leisure centres have clubs and teams, try netball, 


g can be another major headache 
ess you're the one asleep in front of 
the TV while someone else gets hot and 
bothered in the kitchen. If so, get up and 
help out! If you're the one responsible for 
dinner ask for help and plan some foods 
that can be made in advance. Keep it 
simple and things will be a lot easier. 
Avoid over doing it at Christmas. It's 
very easy to stuff yourself silly or have far 
too much alcohol with all those Christmas 


football or judo. 
If you can't fit any of these activities in remember - gardening, housework and playing with the children can 
count too if they aren't too leisurely. There's something for everyone, the secret is to do something you enjoy to keep you ; ; 5, 


diet? 


motivated. 


Eating mince pies at Christmas dates back to 
the 16th century. Some people still believe 
that to eat a mince pie on each of the Twelve 


MOO TAT 
Did you know 73 million 


9. Why are fruit and vegetables good for you? 
10. Roughly what percentage Of your diet should bread, other Cereals and 
potatoes make up? 

| 11. Why are Carbohydrates good for you 

12. Why are dairy products good for you? 

13. HOW Could you include more fruit and vegetables in your 


14.Can you unscramble these to make the Correct names of 
fruit and vegetables? 


Answers at the bottom of the page. 


and vegetables? 


NORAGE TINA GREEN MILE 


Christmas trees are planted 


Days of Christmas will bring 12 happy months 
in America each year? 


3t 


in the year to follow. 


Due to the time In the first week, a tree 


zones Santa has 31 
hours to deliver gifts. 


in your home will 


According to a 
consume as much as a 


1995 survey, 7 out ; : ; 
of 10 British dogs sisi A 


get Christmas gifts 


Don't invite the Fire 
Brigade around for 
Christmas 


Christmas is the worst time of year for dealing with house fires. Take 
a few moments to check these top ten tips for preventing fire in your. 
home this holiday season. 


This means that he 
would have to visit 
832 homes each sec- 


"5d 8pm on 31st December 
New yea V Bas h Book now to avoid disappointment, 
family celebration for details contact 01865 777162. 
Sunday Bingo 
Sundays, 6pm, cash prizes only. 
Relax and play bingo with background 


| entertainment, followed by music from the 
50s, 60s and 70s. 


Children’s Christmas Party 
Sunday 21st, from 6pm - 10.30 A joint project 
; with CDI and BBL Youth Service. Call 777162. 


Big Screew - Sky Sports, 

and other forms of entertainments await you. 

Food iy available (Tuesday - Sunday) 
Sit down and have your meal, or if you prefer, 
we also provide take-away. 


from their doting 
owners. 


1.If anyone in your family does not have a smoke alarm in their 
house buy them one. It could be the greatest gift you ever get them. 
2. When you are buying batteries for Christmas gifts why not buy a 
new one for each of your smoke detectors? 

3. Don't put wrapping paper near fires or heaters. 

4. Be careful when you hang decorations-light bulbs/Christmas lights 
can make some decorations burn. 

5. Do not be tempted to spray a tree with hairspray to keep the 
needles on. This makes the tree even more flammable. 

6. When buying new lights check they have a CE Mark. Look for B.S 
EN60598. Don't remove the fitted plug. If a fuse needs replacing 


Quiz answers: 
1.a) Carbohydrate-bread, Cereals and potatoes. b)Fruit + veg. C)Milk 4 dairy de 
products. d) Protein-meat, fish + alternatives. eJFoods Containing fat y foods 
containing sugar. 2. Five 3. Yes 4. Seven. 5. No: they belong in the Carbohydrate/ 
bread, Cereals + potatoes group. 6. One medium Slass. 7. Once a day. 8. Sixteen. 9. 
a)They can help to prevent some cancers and maintain a healthy heart. b) They 
contain lots of fibre. C) They are low in fat, and so help to fill you up Without adding 
make sure it is the correct fuse rating. Check the manufacturer's lots of calories, helping you to maintain a healthy weight. d) They contain natural 
"c M a common couse of fires a aan aan substances Called antioxidants such as vitamins A, C & E. 10. About one third. 12. ; 
yours are on a solid, non-flammable base like a ceramic tile. They contain lots of fibre, they are filling, low fat, and some Contain essential oc 
8. bi put candles on the tree and never leave a candle unattend- nutrients such as Vitamins and minerals. 12. They contain calcium which is needed to | d 
ie cae to bed switch off all electrical equipment and pull build and maintain healthy teeth and bones. 13. a) Have a glass of Orange juice with 
your breakfast. blAdd some chopped up fruit to your breakfast Cereal. C) Add salad - 
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out the plugs - including Christmas lights. 
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the bar - we can even give you cash back. 
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NEW BABIES CLUB 


Every Friday 10.30- 12 noon 
(T erm time only) 


Dovecote Centre, 
Nightingale Avenue, Blackbird Leys. 


Home@Start 


supborting families 


For new parents 
and parents with older children 
and a new baby. 
Friendly, 
free sessions. 
Come along and enjoy 
companionship, 
baby play, 
and sharing experiences. 
Children up to 3 yrs old 


also welcome. 


For further details 
please contact: 
Vicky 721185, 
Rosemary 764215, 
Judy (Home-Start) 
779991. 
Or just come along. 
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Half-term youth activities 


During the half term break CDI organised a very successful programme of events 
for young people. Activities included cooking, art, street hockey, DJ mixing, kite 
making, discos and lots of other Halloween fun and games. The photos below give 


just a taste of what was on offer. 


Lee, Ishmael, Carlos, Liam and Jake 
play computer games. 


E 


P = COE gl &* | 


Odane & Kyle in the 
pool competition. 


Ttorran, Adrian, Nikita, 
4 Shelbie, Makiera, Lolly. 
Rennie & Debbie 
“| (Project Workers) 
4| making decorations for 
v pe Halloween party and 

mew disco. 


Church News 


Holy Family Church 
On 21st Dec. at 10.00am, there will be a 
Christingle and at 6.30 that evening, our 
annual carol service. On Wed. 24th at 
11.30pm there will be the first service of 
Christmas with communion, followed by a 
service on Christmas Day at 10.00am. 

Our services otherwise are at 10.00am 
every Sunday and we have provision for 
children. You may also like to know of the 
service to commemorate Martin Luther 
King, which is planned to take place on 
18th Jan. at 6.30pm. 

On Wednesdays from 3rd-17th Dec. 

resuming on 14th Jan. at 1.15pm we 
have, for about 20 minutes, prayers for 


the community of Blackbird Leys where 
we pray for groups in rotation. If you have 
spare time in your lunch break, do join us! 

Morning prayers are also held on 
Tuesdays at 9.00am. 


Leys Community Church 
Our Sunday afternoon services, which 
include special activities for children, are 
held in the upstairs bar at the Leisure 
Centre and start at 3.30pm. Services are 
informal and relaxed, with lively music 
and practical talks from the Bible. 

On Sunday 21st December we will be 
holding a special Family Christmas 
Service which will include carols, fun 
activities for children and refreshments 
afterwards. 


Peers School Uniform 
Kevin Comley is collecting opinions and 
suggestions about the new Peers School 
Uniform. If you would like to share your 
views contact him on 717 811. 


ABLE Centre 

The ABLE centre has recently moved 
into the library building and will officially 
be launching its new centre and facilities 
on Friday February 6th. Look out for 
more information closer to the date. 


Bus Service on the Leys 

Has your bus service been cut on the 
Greater Leys? Are you struggling to get 
into town or the post office ? 

Voice your anguish and frustration to 
the people who run the bus service to our 
estate. The Leys Residents Association 
December meeting will be attended by 
bus company representatives. 

This is your chance to have your say and 
to let your feelings be known. 

For further information look out for 
posters around the estate. 


Local Heroes 


Seven-year-old 
Tiana Kingsley-Bio 
| (aka 'T'), who lives 
| in Blackbird Leys, 
has been clocking 
up lots of 
experience on 
Y| stage this year with 
fa 3 appearances at 
Cowley Road Carnival, the Ark T 
Centre, Leys Fair and at Oscar Night. 
Tiana, has been performing on stage 


from a very early age and her beautiful 
voice and lively dancing have caught 
the eye of judges at talent shows 
across the country. 

With a stack of awards proudly 
displayed at home, she is hoping for 
even better things to come. She would 
also like to get involved in as many 
community activities as she can. 

Tiana would like to thank the 
Blackbird Leys community for their 
support this summer. 

If you know a local hero, young or 
old who deserves a special mention 
please do get in touch with us. 


leys 


The Leys Linx SRB5 Scheme will come to an end on the 31st of March 2004. 
The scheme has now been independently evaluated. The evaluator talked 
with scheme staff, Board members, scheme projects and residents in the 
community. 


Here are the some of the key findings... 


Background 
The original bid was submitted in 1999 as a follow on from previous SRB 
schemes in the area. 


The scheme was designed to help develop the capacity of local groups and 
individuals and build a stronger community. 


The scheme was allocated £335,150 over the 5 year life-time of the scheme (1999 
- 2004), with £307,166 match funding from public and private sources. 


The Partnership Board 
Leys CDI, Leys Credit Union, BBL Housing Consortium, BBL Parish Council, 
Leys News, Leys Residents Association, Oxford City Council, Oxfordshire 
Council, Learning and Skills Council, Hamilton Trust, ACCAN, Thames Valley 
Police, The Dovecote Parent and Carers Centre Committee, Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre, Ruskin College, Oxford Brookes University. 


A shaky start but success in the end! 
The scheme got off to a shaky start with unclear objectives, confusion over 
delivery methods, quick staff turnover and the local lead partner (Leys CDI) 
hard pressed to manage the scheme. 
In March 2001, Oxford City Council took over the role of accountable body and 
lead partner. The scheme was restructured and key objectives clarified. With 
new staff the scheme gathered momentum. 
In spite of some critical interim reports in 2001, Leys Linx is now regarded as a 
great success with potential to thrive beyond the SRB funded period. 


The Scheme's objectives and how we did! 


Deepening local participation democratic involvement: The participatory 
learning work has gone a long way to encourage more community participation 
but no structures have been developed to allow community involvement in big 
strategic decisions. 


Helping individuals to access services and opportunities: Information, advice 
and guidance work is beginning to have an effect as is one to one work and 
signposting at the Leys Linx Centre and BLITZ ICT training . 


Supporting community groups: Many community groups have benefited 
from the Community Chest and the renovation of community buildings with 
capacity building support offered to a number of local groups. 


Improving local service delivery: Significant new initiatives are in 
development and Leys Linx has had a crucial role to play in advocating the 
interests of residents and groups on the estate. This is working well but could 
be taken much further. Local authority commitment to a Neighbourhood 
Management model will be needed before traditional mainstream services 
include themselves in a locally co-ordinated framework. 


Achievements 
Outputs achieved with some targets exceeded by large margins 
Consistent mission 
Effective recovery from a poor start 
Effective scheme management with key support from Oxford City Council 
Deployment of Participatory Learning methods 
Improvement of community buildings like the Leys Linx Centre and 
Kingfisher Green 
A strong decisive Board 
The flexibility and support of SEEDA 
The use of a annual Delivery Plans to plan and judge performance 
Being small but thinking big by drawing in Ruskin College, Oxford Brookes 
and the Learning Skills Council to support local developments. 
Supporting local developments like the Neighbourhood Nursery Initiative 
and the new health Centre, etc 
Levering in new funding 
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| ; ND News from your 
Problems 

Staff turnover 
Poor engagement from strategic players 
Limited co-ordination function in terms of the delivery of mainstream services 
Limited capacity building support to wide range of community groups and 
activists 
Limited community involvement in local democratic processes and decision 
making. e.g. Parish Council and Area Committee 


Limited success making public services more accountable and accessible 
Onerous reporting requirements 


scheme 


Priorities for the future 
Ensuring the continuation of the projects the scheme has supported 
The need for an ongoing area based partnership serving the Leys 
The need to develop a more effective co-ordinatory body on the estate, to 
ensure that services and activities are better delivered 
The need to explore how the Leys CDI can be reshaped to absorb the existing 
Leys Linx Partnership and community representation expanded 
Consolidating the participatory learning approach to nurture a wider group of 
community activists. 
Securing staff to service and co-ordinate the new area partnership, provide 
community development support and to encourage more local involvement 
The need for a Neighbourhood Co-ordinator, an administrator, and the 
retention of the seconded City Council Community Development Officer 
Securing strategic commitment from the City and County Councils, the City 
and County Strategic Partnerships, the PCT, LSC, Thames Valley Police, 
ATMOSPhere, BBL Housing Consortium, in order to fund posts and projects 
on a more stable basis 


The scheme projects 


The Involving the Community Group 

The involving the community group undertook a lot of planning around 
community needs and priorities through street work and community get- 
togethers in the initial phase of the project. Helped set scene for the development 
of the Participatory Learning approaches and supported the development of the 
ICT hub and its satellites across the estate. It was unsuccessful increasing more 
local involvement in Parish Council. It was wound up in 2002 with its functions 
taken on by other scheme projects. 


The Community Chest 
The local Community Chest Panel allocated around £25,000 to 35 local groups. It 
is a small fund available to community groups. Administered with Leys Linx 
support, the local panel has determined allocation criteria. The Chest has made a 
positive difference to small community groups that are struggling. It could have 
benefited from more local involvement, better monitoring and more support from 
business. The Oxfordshire Community Foundation has agreed to fund it from 2004. 


Community Safety 
With limited resources the scheme focused its support on community projects 
tackling domestic violence and drugs. These included WINGS, and the Leys 
Community Against Drugs project. Funding from ATMOSPHERE was levered in to 
help these projects. A number of community safety awareness days were organised 
attracting large numbers of local people. Future funding for work around drugs and 
domestic violence will be sought from ATMOSPHERE and DAAT. 


Training and Support 

This was established to support local people getting training. Initially it had 
problems getting commitment from key training organisations, and despite a 
number of tasters and Training Fairs made little headway. Once Ruskin College got 
involved through its OCEDAR project, progress began, with training for local 
community groups and Participatory Learning courses. The estate began to benefit 
from the Information, Advice and Guidance (IAG) surgeries at the Leys Linx Centre, 
childcare training set up by EASOCEC and the Open Information events. 


Funding was secured in 2003 from the ESF for "The Leys Community Learning 
Project", which built on this. It has developed a range of local training opportunities 
and a local Learning Network. In September 2003, further bids were submitted to 
ESF to sustain this . Issues include provision of childcare, lack of dedicated training 
space, lack of work related training, the need for BLITZ to continue and engaging 
the Oxford and Cherwell College (OCFE) more in community learning. 


local regeneration 


Kingfisher Green 
The empty Kingfisher Green building was refurbished and provides excellent 
facilities for the Leys Residents Association and Leys News. It has provided a good 
space for meetings and training and access to computers as a satellite of BLITZ. 
Kingfisher Green has not been developed more as a community resource due to 
insufficient resources. The Blackbird Leys Housing Consortium will pick up the 
revenue costs of the building when SRB funding finishes. 


The Leys Linx Centre 

The Leys Linx Centre has provided a home to the Leys Credit Union and BLITZ. 
Its facilities have enabled the Information and Guidance Service (IAG), the Agnes 
Smith Advice Centre, the Pensions Service, Oxfordshire Housing Rights and the 
Parents Information Service to deliver regular surgeries and the centre's 
community worker has established an information and signposting service. The 
Centre has also been used for meetings and training but has not yet functioned as 
a drop-in as originally intended. This will require a re-launch and with adequate 
staffing in place to welcome and respond to peoples' needs. 


Residents are starting to use the centre but the engagement of local people in 
BLITZ and the Credit Union has fostered community ownership and pride in the 
services. There is a need for local residents to get more involved in centre 
management, and a need for more Parish Council surgeries. Although the Leys 
Linx Centre has enabled important individual support, effective signposting and 
improved co-ordination of services, it could take on a broader co-ordinating 
function on the estate. The challenge for the future is to secure future running costs 
and staffing at the Centre. 


In October local trainees on a participatory learning course undertook a "bottom 
up" evaluation to complement this external evaluation to try and gauge the views 
of a wider range of residents on the impact of the scheme. We hope to report the 
outcome in the next edition of Leys news or distribute a supplement. 


If you would like a full copy of the Leys Linx evaluation please ring 396 392 and 
ask for a copy to be sent to you. 


Life after Leys Linx 
From now until the SRB funding runs out in March 2004 we will be seeking 
funding to ensure that the projects which we have supported in the last 5 years 
will continue. 


We have begun to explore whether the Leys CDI could take on the functions of a 
strategic partnership body for the area, by absorbing the existing Leys Linx SRB 
partnership and expanding community involvement and representation. The 
Community Conference held on the 1st of November set the scene to explore this 
as a possible option. 

Meetings are underway with all the key agencies to explore their future 
involvement in any new area based partnership and how they can support the 
posts we need to take things forward. 


Welcome to Marsha! 
Marsha Jackson has been appointed the part time Community Development 
Worker. Marsha has a wealth of experience, which she brings to the job. Good luck! 


Kingfisher Green 
Short term funding has been made available from the Blackbird Leys Housing 
Consortium to support better community usage of Kingfisher Green. Residents 
living near Kingfisher Green will be asked how the building can be better used to 
meet their needs. The idea is to build on the ICT facilities and training which is 
currently available and provide other services. 


The new Local Neighbourhood Group goes live! 
Leys Linx has been involved in the last two years supporting the development of 
the new Neighbourhood Nursery on the Leys. The new Local Neighbourhood 
Nursery Group came into being in October and Leys Linx now wishes the new 
group much success in the future. 


"Looking After Yourself" 
Leys Linx and the Leys Communities Against Drugs Project have been successful 
in accessing £34,000 from the Children's Fund to develop a drugs awareness 
project in local primary schools and do some awareness raising work with 
parents. The "Looking After Yourself" project has a Steering Group and will be 
training local people take the project forward. For more information contact Leys 
Linx on 396392. 


Leys Linx is supported by the Government's Single Regeneration Budget 
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Healthy Living Initiative 


by Becky Telford 


People living on the Leys estates who are interested in food and healthy living are 


set to benefit from the East Oxford Healthy Living Initiative (EOHLI). "The initiative 
is designed to improve the health and well-being of communities in Blackbird Leys 
and East Oxford," says Kate Dunsdon, the Community Kitchen Co-ordinator. This is 
done in two main ways - a focus on food and healthy eating, and another aspect, 
which looks more at issues around health care. Kate notes, "The aim of the Healthy 
Living Initiative is to bring services, information and activities into the community 
setting, working with families and community groups to look at people's needs - it is 
a real partnership." 

You may have seen either Kate or Becky Willis, the Project Co-ordinator, at events 
on the Leys in the past few months, as they spent the summer consulting local 
people to identify priorities and needs. They also made a number of friends by 
offering free taster massages and fruit kebabs and smoothies at the Leys Fair and 
Multi-Cultural Day. 

They have also begun working with play-schemes and family centres on the Leys, 
as well as providing a fruity flavour to young people involved with the CDI Summer 
Project. EOHLI recognises the importance of getting everyone involved, and often 
works with parents and their children together. For example, a healthy lunch-box 
session at Cuddesdon Corner family centre was well appreciated, with the children 
making up their own lunches and having a chance to try new foods. 

"What we're trying to do is bring healthy eating to life and show that it an be fun - 
making small changes to your diet can bring you big benefits," says Kate. "There are 
easy ways to do this - particularly ensuring people get the recommended five 
portions of fruit and vegetables a day - even on a budget." 

A new healthy eating group began on November 13th at the Blackbird Leys Youth 
& Community Centre. The group meets on Thursdays and allows people to share 
cooking skills and ideas, and join discussions on choosing a balanced diet. The 
group meets from 9.30-11.30am - the last session is on Decmeber 11th. Call Kate 
on 715 577 if you are interested in getting involved in this, or any future projects. 

Test you knowledge in our healthy living quiz on the centre pages. 


ie. accan Oscar NOR 


As part of Black History Month an Oscar Night celebration 
was held at the Blackbird Leys Community Centre on KS 
October 25th. The award ceremony, organised by the [EHE 
African Caribbean Community Action Network (ACCAN), is 
in its second year and recognises individuals who have 
excelled in the community. 

The evening began with singing and dancing and a feast 
of traditional foods before the prize winners were | 
announced. " 

The Young Person of the Year award went to Serena 
Siani, a learning support assistant at Peers School. Serena 
has previously organise sports events for ACCAN and run 
yr j ;.| a youth team in Blackbird Leys. She also 
'" organised the children's tent at the 
Positive Dreams event in Oxford this 
summer. 

The award for Performing Arts went to 
Kerrisa Lawrence, dance teacher and 
performer who has recently been seen in 
shows at Oxford Botanic Garden, 
ACCAN events and at various schools 
7. LE and community events. 

The Black Business Person of the Year was awarded to Denise Stapleton who 
established her own cleaning company 'The Domesticators' two years ago. Winston 
Palmer received the award for Community Person of the Year. Artist of the Year went 
to County Councillor, Olive Steadman - a 
colourful figure in this year's Cowley Road 
Carnival. 

Other award-winners were: Dexter 
Blackstock, Sports Person; Aaron Dash, 
Photographer; Frank Isahak, Black Writer; 
Marsha Jackson, Video/Film Maker; Orrean 
Jacob, Academic Achievement; Daphne 
James, Head of Key stage Three at Peers 
School, Teacher of the Year; Dolcie 
Obhiozele, Community Worker; and Mark, 
Leo and Sharon Thomas, Black Family. 


PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 


After talks between the Parish Council, City Councillors and the Parks Dept the pollarding 
of trees in Gillian's Park has now started. This will help in removing hiding places for the 
undesirables that frequent the park area and help make it a safer place to go. 

The Parish Council gave financial support to the Trax scheme in Blackbird Leys (full 
Story p3). Thanks to all those who gave up their own time to help with this course. 

We are attempting to get the South-East Area Committee to do something about the 


following items: for several months we have been asking that a 


dm Oxford 01865 269 269, Enn enquiriesQ oxford.occ.ac.uk 


drop-down bollard is put at the shop frontage in Blackbird 
Leys Road. This will allow a mechanical sweeper to gain access 
to make sure that the area is washed down on a regular basis 

Another concern is that there are only two shops that give 
access to wheel chair users. We are hoping that the City 
Council will do something to remedy this matter. We believe that 
this could be in breach of the Disability Act. 

Parish Council representatives are pushing for the white lines 
to be replaced by the drop-kerbs outside these shops. They 
were removed more that 18 months ago when the road was 
resurfaced. 


Oxford & 
Cherwell 
college 


Capital Project Scheme 

This scheme allows residents to put forward ideas to the Area 
Committee. Project suggestions are accessed to decide whether 
finance is available and if the projects fit the scheme's criteria. 
Anyone can put forward their ideas for consideration. Call 
Fergus Lapage, Oxford City Council on 252249 for an 
application form. 

The Parish Council submitted a capital project some 
months ago to have another pedestrian bridge over 
Northfield Brook (Westside). At the meeting on 3rd 
November we were informed that the work will begin in 
March 2004. 

A second application was made for the provision of new 
hedging and trees to help reduce the noise and traffic 
pollution along Watlington Road. As yet the Parish Council 
is still waiting for action. 

The Parish Council is also supporting an application made 
by a resident to to refurbish the play area in Balfour 
Road/Sandy Lane, and an application made by the Bowls 
Club to refurbish their clubhouse, changing facilities and 
shower rooms. 
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OPEN EVERY DAY 
from /am to 10pm 


Most of your needs 
in one store 


dm 


Leys SPAR Ltd * Dunnock Way * Blackbird Leys * Oxford * OX4 7EX 
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The Devil's Backbone 
(The day After Bonfire Night) 
by Julian Dourado 


The ring-road tinnitus creeps up, 
Sharp upon my thoughts, 

| pass and pass, 
Avoiding prim asphalt lanes, 
And follow another compass. 


Over Devil's spine | trace the sun, 


Westward, (in my mind) 


On its winter bound course: 
Moon lifts from evening murk, 
Clarifies over deep Hinksey Pool. 


And Binsey Lane in the South, 

Where in summer | did uncover: 

Where the powers in the pine cone lay; 
Then the acorns; then the twigs, 

And drank medicine from the Goddess well. 


Christmas Opening Hours 


OCHA 
The offices will be closed until 12.30pm on the 
morning of Tues 9th Dec (Staff Training). 


Week Commencing 22/12/03 


Mon 9-5, Tues 9-5, Wed 9-1, Thurs & Fri 
closed. 


Week Commencing 29/12/03 
Mon 9-5, Tues 9-5, Wed 9-5, Thurs & Fri 
closed. 


For out of hours emergencies during this 
period residents should call 01865 773000 


and follow the instructions on our pre- 
recorded message. 


Ealin 
The offices will be closed from 11am on the 
12th December. 


22nd December Closed all day. 
Christmas Eve Open 9am- 3.30pm. 
25th-31st December Closed. 

New Years Eve Open 9am-3.30pm. 
New Years Day Closed. 

2nd January 2004 normal opening hours 
resume. 


What's on at the Leys Linx? 
contact Enid on 402070 

Credit Union (drop-in) 

Monday 10.00am, Tuesday 7.00pm & 
Saturday 10.30am local savings scheme. 
Adult Careers & Training Advice (drop-in) 
- Tuesday afternoon (Information Advice & 
Guidance Partnership). 


3c, Competition Corner *3& 


Housing Rights (drop-in) - Fortnightly on 
Friday afternoons (phone Enid for the next 
session). Housing problems? No problem. 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre - outreach 
service Monday & Wednesday. Phone 
770206 for an appointment. 


ae 


To enter, find the 12 words in the jumble of letters, cut it out and send it with 
your name and address to Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Blackbird Leys, 
Oxford, OX4 7BX. Entries must be sent before January 21st. The first correct 
entry pulled from the hat will win £10. 
GCJMSDGRWOOERQC Card 
KJ Z PSEOPITCARDS Decorations 
UALNDNLIUQMBODH Holl 
EYLNITORTPMPCNH S 
WMIFZBKWTA IF PG R| Presents 
ZEPJCEOZMORNBAI Pudding 
RHUSYVXRRAUOTWIY Reindeer 
IMDTATNASCNSCEP . 
Robin 
CHDNYPHKVPUMTEK 
UMIECXGUNTPYILD Santa 
UNNSQUMUXXMLDJUJM,!|Snowman 
IAGECRACKERLNPIL Star 
ODYRFBULNCEOVYHD Turkey 
GHQPFZOYLAMHJIS V 
And the winner is.... 
Congratulations to April Powell, of Deer Walk who won £10 for correctly making her 
way through the Leys News maze. 


WAN 


Afterschool 


2 sessions per week 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 


The Dovecote Voluntary Parent Committee is supported by the National Lottery Charities Board. F 


TED 
Club Worker 


(term time only) 
3.15pm until 4.45pm 
rate of pay £6 per hour. 


Please call into the Dovecote office 
for more details or telephone 
Carol on Oxford 712299. 


COMMUNITY 
UnD 


LOTTERY FUNDED 
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Your elected representatives 


member of parliament 
Oxford East: 


Andrew Smith - Labour 
4 Flaxfield Rd Oxford OX4 6QD 
Phone: 772893 


Surgeries held first Friday each month at 

Barton Neighborhood Centre 3 - 3.45pm 

Princes St 4.15 - 5.30pm 

Rose Hill Community Centre 6 - 7pm 

Third Friday each month rolling surgery around the 
constituency, including Blackbird Leys. 

Please call for precise times and locations. 


city councillors 


Blackbird Leys ward: 


Cllr Val Smith - Labour 

4 Flaxfield Rd Oxford OX4 6QD 
Phone: 772893 

Mobile: 07767 446051 


Clir Pat Stannard - Labour (Lord Mayor) 
31 Green Hill OX4 7UD 
Phone: 777433 


Northfield Brook ward: 


Cllr Molly Florey - Labour 
122 Sandy Lane Oxford OX4 6AS 
Phone: 712620 


Clir Stuart Craft - Independent Working Class 


Association 
Mobile: 07733 274324 
E-mail: stuart@bliwca.fsnet.co.uk 


The three Labour councillors hold surgeries at the Leisure 


Centre on Saturdays from 11 - 12 noon. 
To find out who will be there please ring them on the 
numbers above. 


Stuart Craft the IWCA councillor for Northfield Brook hold his 
Wednesday evening surgeries at the Clockhouse from 6.30- 


8.30pm. 
county councillor 


Blackbird Leys ward: 


Cllr Barbara Gatehouse - Labour 
33 Salford Rd Oxford OX3 ORY 
phone: 240424 


services: 


Abandoned vehicles. If on 
public land call: 252942 
Asian Women's helpline: 
0800 0526077 
Bulk rubbish collection: 
129912 
Dialability: Disability 
helpline: 763600. 
Dog nuisance: call the dog 
warden on 252914. Out of 
hours 240924. 
Fridges/freezers: free 
collection 252936 
E Garden refuse: green waste 
WE LL. sacks 50p each. Call 725912. 
t N- w Better still compost your own. 
= » Junk mail: to stop receiving 
g unsolicited mail write to 
FREEPOST 22, London W1E. 
Free service. 
Noise pollution: 252556 
Pavement hazards: 
(eg uneven surfaces) 747390 
Pest control: 252384 
Pollution in streams and 
rivers: 0800 807060 
Street lighting: to report 
faulty lights call freephone 
0800 317802 
Syringe collection: 249811 
Trading standards: 815000 


Traveller management 
services: 01993 814079 


local organisations: 


Accan (African-Caribbean 
Community Action Network) 
phone: 467050 

Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre: 770206 

Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground: 747704 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre: bookings 435954; 
centre manager 401098 


Andrew Smith 


Val Smith 


Pat Stannard 


Stuart Craft 


£A. 
Barbara 
Gatehouse 


...Classifieds...Classifieds...Classifieds...Classifieds.. 


For Sale: Hoover £20, 
fridge £40, sander £5, paint 
stripper £5, desk £40, Cyrix 
computer £50, vibram 
mountain boots (size 10) 
£20 Call 285945 (day time) or 
email peter.ferguson@conted 
.ox.ac.uk 


Childminder has vacancies 
in Greater Leys area. For 
more informaton call Joy 
747 212. 


Single room available: 
With meals & laundry £90 
weekly or room only & 


laundry £75 weekly. 
Call Tulie:715849 or 07754 
217128. 


5 seater corner suite as 
new. Cost £1000 Sell £250 
ono. Space needed. 

Call Julie: 715849 


Blackbird Leys Credit 
Union: 773098 

Blackbird Leys Library: 
770403 

Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council: 734346 
www.blackbirdleys.co.uk 
Blackbird Leys Youth 
Centre: 772886 

CMS Bar, Community 
Centre: 777162 

First Blackbird Leys 
Brownies: 770959 

First Blackbird Leys 
Rainbow Guides: 396553 
Leys Community Church: 
714153 

Leys Community 
Development Initiative: 
395927 

Leys Linx office:396392 
Leys Linx centre: 402070 
Leys Youth Programme: 
07966 455069 

Oasis drop in centre for 
women who have 
experienced mental health 
problems. Open Mondays 5-9 
and Fridays 11-3 off Cowley 
Road. 721472 


Oxford Community 
Mediation: 776789 


education: 


Able Adult basic skills centre: 
776334 

Community Education - 
East and South Oxford: 
712094 

Oxford College FE Leys 
campus: 245871 


Afya: women's sports and 
fitness: 396392 
Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre: 467020 


Blackbird Leys Swimming 
Pool: 467040 


Peers Sports Centre: 
467095 


Doctors surgery: 778244 


Blackbird Leys Health 
Centre: 778244 


Health visitors: 715689 


under 8’s: 


Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre: 773263 


Dovecote Under 8's: 
712299 


Homestart (home visiting 
scheme for under 5's) 
779991 


The PEEP Centre (Peers 
Early Education Partnership): 
395145 


Shepherds Hill Pre-School: 
779504 


Ealing Family Housing 
Association; Elaine Partridge 
and Rhiannon Jones, Phone: 
712244, Fax: 712121 

The Farmhouse opening 
times: Mon - Fri 9 - 1, and 2 - 
5, except Fri 2 - 4 

Oxford Citizens Housing 
Association: All calls 
through customer services: 
773000. Farmhouse office 
Mark Kimber / Elizabeth 
Naluwooza / Aida Tomolso 
open as per Ealing Family 
(above). 

Cherwell Housing Trust 
Customer Services: 260555 
Northcote Housing 
Association: 712244 

Leys Residents 
Association. Open to all 
residents in the new part of 


useful local numbers 


Blackbird Leys. Contact via 
26 Kingfisher Green 749876 
Ira1(hotmail.com 


Blackbird Leys Local 
Services Shop: 

3 Cuddesdon Way, Mon - 
Thurs 9 to 5pm, Fri 9 to 
4.30pm. Tel: 467222 
Oxford Housing Rights: 
free and confidential advice, 
11 New Road, 10-5 
Mon/Wed/Fri, 10-1 Tue/Thur 


Tel: 247853 


999 - In an emergency or if 
you see a crime being or 
about to be committed. 
Community beat officers: 
Sergeant Steve Redding, 
Community Beat Office and 
answer machine. For non 
urgent matters, advice and 
information, phone 335138 
Police Customer Services: 
To report incidents that do not 
need police attendance call 
266333 

Oxford Control Room: 

To report crime that requires 
the police 266000 

Cowley Police Station: 
749909 

Family Protection Unit: 
335200 

Crimestoppers, freephone: 
0800 555111 


Oxfordshire Fire Service, 
helpline: 719900 


What do Area Committees do? 


The six Area Committees are responsible for the following: 


eabandoned vehicles 


e ditches and streams 


Ps 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


What's on weekly 


Age Concern resource desk at the 
Clockhouse. Regular computer sessions for 
the over 50's. Information on 717614 
Blackbird Leys Adventure Playground 
After School Club Monday to Friday 
3-5.15pm 

Brownies Thursday 6 - 7.30pm Holy Family 
Church Hall (for 7 to 11 age group) 

Carer and toddler group Friday 1-3pm at 
the Dovecote. £1 

Dovecote After School Club Monday to 
Thursday 3.15-4.45pm 

Dovecote Saturday Club (children aged 
5-12) 10am-1pm. 

The Edge - Youth Club BBL Community 
Centre. Wednesday 1-4.30pm drop in 
7.30-9.30pm club 

Family Nurturing Network Tuesday 
9-1.30pm The Clockhouse 

Guides Friday 7-9pm at the Holy 
Family Church. Girls 10-15 years. Info on 
455970. 

Holy Family Church Sunday service 
10am with lively children’s church. 

Home Start New Babies Club Dovecote 
Friday 10.30-12noon 

Karate Kids Tuesday 6-7pm and 


Thursday 5.45-6.45pm at the Barn 

Leys Community Church Sunday service 
3.30pm at the Leisure Centre. 

Leys Youth Football Club Fridays 5-6pm 
for 8-12 yr-old boys, 7-8pm for 8-16 yr- 
old girls both at the Leisure Centre and 
8-9pm for 13-16 year old boys at Peers 
Sports Centre. 

Leys Girls’ Street Dance Club 
Wednesday 4.30-5.30pm for 13-17 yr- 
old girls and Thursday 4.45-5.45pm for 
8-12 yr-old girls both at the Leisure 
Centre. 

Monday club Drop-in for over 50s. 
Monday 10-1.30pm at the Clockhouse £2 
+ 50p membership 

Peep groups on the Leys. For more 
information call 395145. 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church Mass 
every Sunday 9.30am & 6pm 

Self defence 6-9pm Tuesday at the Barn 
State Pension Advice Surgery: Leys Linx 
Community Centre, 2nd & 4th Monday of 
month 9.30am-12.30pm 

Weight watchers 7-8pm Thursday at the 
Barn 

Youth Club Wednesday 7-9pm the Barn 


e allotments 

ecar parks 

e cemeteries 

ecommunity centres 

e decisions on planning 
applications 


e dog wardens 

e parks and countryside 
management 

e public toilets 

e street cleaning 

e street naming 


South East Area Committee meetings 


Ring 252249 for further information 


ROSE HILL 
BLACKBIRD LEYS 


South East 


LITTLEMORE 


Monday 2nd February 
6.30pm - 9.30pm 


The Barn 
Long Ground 
Blackbird Leys 


Monday 5th January 
6.30pm - 9.30pm 


Cardinal House 
Cardinal Close 
Off Newman Road 


Tuesday 2nd March 
6.30pm - 9.30pm 
Rose Hill 


Community Centre 
The Oval 


Leys Sports 


Roller-hockey team 
for the Leys? 


During the summer a community roller 
hockey project attracted great interest 
with over 100 young people taking part 
and learning new skills. On October 31st 
a follow up tournament was played at the 
Fry's Hill sports’ site and had many of the 
original players out again. 

‘It's great fun and something to do 
during half term,’ said one player. 'We 
should do this more often. It would be 
great if we could have our own team,’ 
commented another. Hopefully this is 
what will happen. The aim of the project 
is to begin a weekly session at the 


Leisure Centre and build up enough 
players to form several teams in different 
age groups. 

‘We're hoping to get involved with 
schools and youth groups and get 
interested parents on board as well,’ said 
David Edwards, Project Co-ordinator. 
‘Funding is available to get this off the 
ground and ideally we'll eventually be 
looking at an Oxfordshire league.’ 

If you'd like more information or want 
to get involved contact David on 07763 
909968 or email: 
dave38@pbtconnect.com. 


Drug Awareness Play 


On Monday October 27th, the Leys Community Drugs Project organised a drug 
awareness play in the Blackbird Leys Social Club. The play was well attended 
with well over 70 people from a cross section of the estate in the audience. 

The play focused on typical aspects of a young person's life: rebelliousness, lack 
of direction, peer pressure and a lack of understanding. Issues that may force young 
people to turn to drugs as a form of escapism. In the play, the young person spiralled 
out of control. As the drug slowly took a solid grip over his life, he left home and lost 
contact with the world around him. The final scene showed his parents still searching 
for him. 

After the play the cast, who were all in various stages of drug/alcohol recovery, 
were introduced to the audience who were encouraged to ask questions and make 
comments. Many of the questions related to the cast and why they had started using 
drugs or alcohol, in response the cast gave some deep and harrowing accounts of 
their own addictions. 

The play was scary in some respects and showed a dark and unglamorous side of 
drugs. It was well worth putting on and the Leys Community Drugs Project hope to 
run other such events in the future. They would like to thank Leys News and in 
particular Vita Nova for performing the play. 

The Leys Community Drugs Project is now running drug awareness courses. The 
next course begins in January 2004. If you would like to book a place or would like 
more information please call 0771 292 2088. 


L 


buy from the driver 
route 


Eg NI | 


UTM fave 
Oxford - Cowley Road 
Blackbird Leys - Greater Leys 


daSCCec 


ntroduction to Herbal Medicine 
e Stained Glass Creation 


All New : I 
e Furniture Restoration 


2004 


Program e Computer Drop-ins 
Coming e E-mail Workshops 
Soon. e Flower Arranging 

e French Beginners 
OE ET e Family Learning 
Centres, e Egyptian Dance 
Libraries, e GCSE English 


e Life Drawing 
e Silk Painting 


and Schools 
in your area. 


We have a e GCSE Maths 
number of e Calligraphy 
REA e Patchwork 
interesting, à : 
informal & 2 CEL 
formal e Flamenco 
learning 

Opportunities: 


Peers Campus, Sandy Lane West, Littlemore, OX4 6BX 


If you are interested in any of these courses/ workshops or 
for more information on what we can offer 


“te OXFORDSHIRE 
RORY COUNTY COUNCIL 
wx 


www.oxfordsh re.gov.uk 


Call 01865 712094 


